
Ten Lepers Cleansed - the necessity of gratitude to receive the Second Blessing 
 
Luke alone tells this parable. Luke 17:11-19  READ IT 
Jesus is making his last trip to Jerusalem. His fame is spreading and the stage is set for his final act.  
 
I. JESUS MEETS 10 MEN IN GRAVE NEED 
"11While He was on the way to Jerusalem, He was passing between Samaria and Galilee. 12As He entered a 
village, ten leprous men who stood at a distance met Him; 13and they raised their voices, saying, “Jesus, 
Master, have mercy on us!” Lk 17:11-13. 

1. 100 paces away. Leviticus 13:46, "He shall remain unclean all the days during which he has the 
infection; he is unclean. He shall live alone; his dwelling shall be outside the camp." 

2. Leprosy is a bacteria that attacks the nerves and pain receptors. Feeling is lost. The bandages on face, 
hands, feet are there for padding because without sensation you close doors on these, you run into 
things, and repeated injuries damage the flesh and leads to loss of limbs. 

3. Jesus is the merciful God and this kind of loving compassionate spirit is what He was and is known for.  
 
II. MANY WILL TAKE THE GIFT 
14When He saw them, He said to them, “Go and show yourselves to the priests.” And as they were going, they 
were cleansed.  

● Jesus was having them do what the Law prescribed. Only a healthy person would do so as the priest 
would examine the person and declare him clean.  

● The ten went having only the promise from Jesus. They went and obeyed. They went expecting that 
when they got to the priest they would be healed. 

● All 10 obey Jesus and went. All 10 were made well and we're physically blessed. They were cleansed 
on the way before they had made it to the priest. 

○ Legally though they had to see the priests, the local health board, before they could be 
accepted back into society.  So still they are driven by temporal, material interests.  

● How many of us are thankful for life? Have we become so self absorbed, neglectful, thoughtless, so 
damaged, so crass that we can no longer objectively see that we are the 10, have been blessed by 
God?  

 
II B. Doesn't this make us all stop and give some thought to our blessings? 

● I've been reading about the human anatomy and found that the liver is an amazing organ. It is the 
second largest organ in the body just behind the skin and is bigger than the heart. I have read 
somewhere that it may perform as many as 500 different functions. 

● The functions of the liver include metabolizing drugs, detoxifying the blood, making bile for the 
intestines to break down fat and aid in digestion, makes cholesterol (you can't even think without 
cholesterol), makes proteins for blood clotting, supports every other organ in the body, receives about 
one and a half quarts of blood every minute and processes all of the blood about every five minutes, it's 
stores needed vitamins minerals and sugar for when blood sugar drops too low, breaks down 
hormones like insulin, breaks down old red blood cells, and it is the only organ in the body that is able 
to regenerate itself. 

● We should strive to eat healthy food to avoid fatty liver and we should avoid alcohol which is poison to 
the liver. 

● Now I say all of these things about the amazing design of the body because they tell us so much about 
God. The beauty of the design, the incredible wisdom behind the creation, all shows us that God cares. 
We have so much to be thankful to God for for the health of the body and for eternal life. 



III. EVERYONE IS BLESSED, BUT NOT EVERYONE IS THANKFUL 
15Now one of them, when he saw that he had been healed, turned back, glorifying God with a loud voice, 
16and he fell on his face at His feet, giving thanks to Him. And he was a Samaritan. Luke 17:15-16  

● They were all healed, KATHARIZO, cathartic, venting or talking or crying is cathartic. Drugs. Jesus 
healed their bodies.  

● One, a Samartian, returned to show gratitude.  
○ The 9 were like many who are happy to take the gift but they do not bring their life to  him.  
○ We can give people food, gas, a motel room, but returning the praise and worship life is too 

much.  
○ The number of people who are willing to take a gift far outnumbers the ones who are willing to 

be like this one leper.  
○ [IMAGE] So in this very real event when Jesus healed a group of lepers, only one returned to 

tell him thank you and it was a Samaritan, and not the Jews. 
● Why gratitude is necessary 

○ Thanks to God takes spiritual eyes, the eyes of faith, to credit the invisible God. 
○ It shows that Jesus is first ahead of everything else in life. Jesus is first ahead of are worldly 

interest like family, jobs, School, bills, doctors, Sports.  
○ When Jesus is first we acknowledge his gifts and are thankful. 
○ We are oftentimes ungrateful and fail to notice or acknowledge the multitude of daily blessings 

and so we say nothing. The Next Breath You Take, the next beat of the heart, the Myriad of 
thoughts running through the mind, even the seconds and the minutes the air the light and so 
many other things are evidences of God's giving to us. Let us be thankful, let us be thankful to 
him. 

 
IV. THEY REJECTED THEIR OWN:  "17Then Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? 
But the nine—where are they? 18“Was no one found who returned to give glory to God, except this foreigner?" 
(Luke 17:17-18).   This was symptomatic of a bigger problem Israel had.  

1. Jesus asked the question, where are the nine? They were all blessed but they did not have all returned 
to say thank you.  Jesus pointed out that only the Samaritan returned. That's significant. 

2. The reference to the "foreigner" is usually the way of saying that the Jews who should believe in Him 
didn't. The 9 not returning was illustrative or symptomatic of the religious condition of the Jews who did 
not give Jesus the honor and praise that was owed.  

a. Twice in Mt 21 Jesus alludes to the blessing being given to other people. "Therefore I say to 
you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people, producing the fruit 
of it." Mt 21:43. Vs 31 also.  

3. In the gospels we see how the Samaritans and the Greeks heard about Jesus and were attracted to 
him the way that one is attracted to a great light shining someplace. 

i. "2The people who walk in darkness  Will see a great light;  Those who live in a dark 
land,  The light will shine on them" Isa. 9:2. 

b. Jesus was rejected by his own people. "He came to His own, and those who were His own did 
not receive Him" Jn. 1:11. 

i. Even Jesus' hometown didn't honor Him. "A prophet is not without honor except in his 
country." Mark 6:4  

c. Remember when the Greeks actually came to the disciples and said, "we would see 
Jesus"...."these then came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and began to ask him, 
saying, "Sir, we wish to see Jesus." Jn.12:21 

d. Paul himself tried reaching Jews first, but eventually would turn to the foreigners, "Paul and 
Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, 'It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you 



first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning 
to the Gentiles'" Acts 13:46. 

4. So here is illustrated the problem of the Jews, as only a foreigner would show the proper respect to the 
Savior of the world, AT THE CORE IS A GRATITUDE PROBLEM FOR THE JEWS. As Paul points out 
in Romans 9ff the the boasting pride of the Jews was and remains their downfall.  

5. AND ONLY ONE WOULD RECEIVE THE EXTRA BLESSING. 
 
V. OBEDIENT FAITH SAVES - receiving the Second Blessing 
19And He said to him, “Stand up and go; your faith has made you well. Luke 17:19” 

1. The extra blessing comes only when we give ourselves to him. Jesus said, "Many are called, but few 
are chosen." Mt 22:14. He is a God who offers salvation to all men, without partiality, but everyone will 
not be saved. 

2. The word that is used to refer to the healing is not the same word that is used here. All 10 were 
cleansed and healed of the disease, but all did not have the faith to be "made well", The word used 
here for well is the Greek word SOZO, and it is used to refer to Salvation. 

a. Salvation is the extra blessing.  
b. It is an obedient faithful thankful person who receives this Second Blessing of being made well 

or being saved by Jesus Christ. 
c. An ingrate does not appreciate what God has done through Jesus Christ. An ingrate thanks that 

whatever he has he deserves and is owed. 
d. But a spirit of faith knows that the gifts are from God and that they are a gift that could not be 

earned. And so with gifts that are not earned or deserved, the natural and proper response is to 
say thank you from the bottom of our heart. 

3. Often it is those who are the most sinful who have the most need who end up being the most grateful 
Servants of Jesus Christ. 

a. Luke 7:40ff  Jesus relates to forgiveness and saving faith as here. To the woman who anointed 
his feet was the one who was forgiven much. She was more appreciative than Simon and the 
Pharisees who did not show him this respect.  

b. To her, Jesus said, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace." Lk 7:50.  
c. Jesus expects appreciation. He is worthy. The gift from God is so great that the natural, healthy, 

spiritual response is to give praise. To be thankful is the way to repay a kindness. To not show 
gratitude is akin to leaving a bill unpaid, it is snubbing the person who has just given of himself 
for your good.  

4. Today let us count our blessings from the smallest of them to the greatest which would be having our 
sins blotted out and our names written in the Book of Life, and then let us say thank you to Our Father 
in Heaven who has done us good.  
Let your song, your prayer, your contribution, your time, your life this week be a show of gratitude. 


